Reliability and magnitude of perceptual asymmetries in a dichotic word recognition task.
The hypothesis that control of idiosyncratic attention deployment and retrieval strategies would improve the reliability and magnitude of laterality effects obtained in an auditory word recognition task was investigated. Sixty participants completed a dichotic word recognition task under 1 of 3 conditions. In free recall, they reported the 2 words presented on each trial (1 to each ear). In focused attention, they reported only the word presented to a prespecified ear. In target detection, they indicated whether a target word was presented to either ear on each trial. Results showed that the target-detection condition produced the largest and most reliable laterality effects compared with the other 2 conditions. The mechanisms likely to be responsible for these findings are discussed.